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47. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

None disclosed.

48. ACTION NOTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 20 FEBRUARY 2018

The action notes from the meeting held on 20 February 2018 were noted. 
Councillor Craft asked that his reasons for leaving the meeting included that he 
thought the meeting was an absolute farce.



49. UPDATES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Cycle to work figures had been circulated to Members as requested but it was 
noted that these were not particularly detailed.   It was suggested that the 
Member speak to officers outside the meeting about the type of information he 
required.

The Cabinet Member for Environment informed the Committee that he had 
taken their recommendation on the Enviro Crime penalty fees to the Cabinet 
meeting.  However, the Cabinet had decided to agree the £100 fine for fly 
tipping rather than the maximum put forward by the Government and agreed by 
the Committee, this would be reviewed during the year. It was a balance 
between affordability and the percentage recovery of costs. 

50. STREET LIGHTING

The report circulated with the agenda (FM0013) was based on the findings of 
the two working groups that had been held by the Committee.  The 
recommendation was based on the decision made by the last working group to 
proceed with Option E which was appended to the report. Also attached to the 
report was a draft Street Lighting Policy for adoption.

Reference was made to the Policy document appended to the report.  A 
Member had compiled a slightly amended policy document which he circulated 
at the meeting. 

It was confirmed that the amendments did not alter the content of the main 
document other than to “fine tune” it.

One Member felt that the recommendation needed to have more emphasis that 
the street lights were not being turned off and he proposed that the words i.e. to 
keep the lights on should be included in the recommendation.   A short 
discussion followed about including the wording but it was stressed that this 
was down as an objective of the policy.  A further proposal was put forward that 
the recommendation be split into three parts - 1) to maintain street lights during 
the hours of darkness, 2) to adopt the policy and 3) the recommendation 
contained within the report. Further discussion followed on whether wording 
needed to be added.  The policy that had been circulated at the meeting was 
proposed, seconded and agreed together with the recommendation contained 
within the report with the additional wording.

Recommendation:

That the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee recommends to 
Cabinet that Option E (to keep the lights on) as appended to report 
FM0013 is approved (to replace existing lamps with LED as and when the 



light reaches the end of life). That the current budget savings regarding 
street lighting is used to accelerate a complete re-lamping process and 
that the policy outlined below is adopted.

Overview

The purpose of this policy is to ensure effective management of the 
Council’s street lighting stock in order that the lighting is:

a) Providing illumination when and where it is required;
b) Safe
c) Energy efficient
d) Well-maintained.

Objectives
1) Ensure existing lighting stock is maintained in accordance with 

current electrical regulations to ensure it meets legal, health and 
safety requirements

2) To follow good practice guidance, in order to further reduce risk to 
council staff, contractors and the public.

3) To ensure SKDC streetlights provide illumination during the hours 
of darkness.

Strategy

1) To maintain and update a register or SKDC streetlights including: 
location; purpose; condition; and lamp-type.

2) To ensure streetlights are properly maintained.
3) To replace streetlights with more energy efficient units (e.g. LEDs) 

when existing lamps cease to function and/or when budget 
becomes available.

4) To identify any SKDC streetlights which might be considered 
redundant and to consider their removal.

5) To maintain the council’s portfolio of street lighting via appropriate 
contract(s).

51. JOINT MUNICIPAL WASTE STRATEGY

The Chairman welcomed Lincolnshire County Councillor Eddie Poll, Chairman 
of the Joint Municipal Waste Partnership and Matthew Mitchell from 
Lincolnshire County Council to the meeting.  A presentation was given to 
Members about the draft Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy 
(JMWMS) for Lincolnshire which was out for consultation.   The draft strategy 
set out how the eight local authorities in Lincolnshire and the Environment 
Agency would be working in partnership to deliver sustainable waste 
management services and deliver best value for money.

One of the key strategic drivers was the increase in waste growth.  Statistics 



indicated that a quarter of what is collected in kerbside recycling collections is 
not recyclable, and a quarter of general waste kerbside collections should be in 
recycling collections. Other drivers included Brexit, the 25 year Environment 
Plan, Defra resources and waste strategy and the changes to the Chinese 
recycling market.

The vision of the JMWMS was:

”To seek the best environmental option to provide innovative, 
customer-friendly waste management solutions that give value 
for money for Lincolnshire”.

At a meeting of the JMWMS last July 10 objectives were put in place to 
be achieved through the Strategy:

1. To improve the quality and therefore commercial value of our 
recycling stream.

2. To consider moving towards a common set of recycling 
materials.

3. To consider the introduction of separate food waste collections.
4. To explore new opportunities of using all waste as a resource in 

accordance with the waste hierarchy.
5. To contribute to the UK recycling target of 50% by 2020.
6. To find the most appropriate ways to measure our environmental
7. To seek to reduce our carbon footprint.
8. To make an objective assessment of whether further residual 

waste recovery/disposal capacity is required and, if necessary, 
seek to secure appropriate capacity.

9. To regularly review the LWP governance model in order to 
provide the best opportunity to bring closer integration and the 
implementation of the objectives set by the strategy.

10.To consider appropriate innovative solutions in the delivery of our 
waste management services. 

The draft strategy also included key legislation, an assessment of 
current services, themes for actions to achieve the objectives and what 
happened beyond the adoption of the strategy.

The draft strategy was a 70 page document and was out for a three 
month consultation with both elected Members, the wider public, parish 
councils, businesses and neighbouring authorities.  A summary of the 
strategy document was also available. The consultation was mainly 
online but there was a facility for paper copies and a freepost address 
was included.   The draft strategy would be revised following feedback 
from the consultation process and this would then be considered for 
approval and adoption by each of the eight authorities the target 
timeframe was by the end of 2018. Beyond the strategy an action plan 
would be in place which would be reviewed annually. 



As the consultation period had already commenced early feedback had 
already been received and themes were already starting to become 
apparent and included business producing products with less 
packaging, lobbying Government to make legislation with regard to 
packaging in general and also economy verses the environment.  Other 
themes included what was collected, with a simpler collection system 
being put in place and a co-ordinated communication campaign.  

Responses to the consultation could be made both individually and 
corporately and it was essential that all partners were involved.

Members discussed the presentation and the following issues were 
raised:
- Education in schools – children were the next generation – it was 

felt that this should be a separate part within the strategy
- The food waste trials currently taking place in the district
- Changes to what was collected and how this was done – making it 

simpler 
- It was felt that communication was a key issue  
- The possible inclusion of volunteers as recycling champions
- Promoting home composting 
- Plastic bottle banks 
- Bin contamination - currently bin contamination in SKDC was at 

33% - additional costs were incurred because of this
- Action taken against persistent bin contamination offenders 
- Recognition that the best environmental options were not the 

cheapest
- Promoting zero landfill waste as an option – circular economy
- Different collection methodology between districts
- Cross contamination and costs
- Mobile recycling exhibition to go to local fetes, fairs etc 
- Residual waste streams
- Failing recycling rates nationally
- Pay as you throw
- Waste recycling facilities

Councillor Poll and Matthew Mitchell were thanked for the presentation 
and their time spent debating the topic.

In order to compile a corporate response to the draft strategy it was 
agreed to convene an all Member workshop early in June 2018.

 Action Note

That an all Member workshop be convened to compile a response 
to the draft JMWMS Strategy document on behalf of the Council.



52. REFUSE COLLECTION - MISSED BINS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Members were circulated with an extract from the Internal Audit Progress 
Report.  The Executive summary report dealt with missed bins. The item was 
for Members information only.  

The Cabinet Member for Environment informed the Committee that he had 
requested the report six to eight months ago as a lot of local authorities had 
contracted their waste service out and there had been reports in the media 
about the level of missed bin collections. He wanted assurances that our in 
house service was performing effectively.

The level of missed bins was at an acceptable level. It was stressed that a 
rejected bin was not the same as a missed bin. A question was asked about 
the number of rejected bins and the Service Manager for Street Care Services 
informed Members that he would circulate the figures after the meeting as he 
did not have them to hand.

 Action Note:

That the figure for the number of rejected bins be circulated to Members.

53. TRADE WASTE

The service was being accepted widely and currently there were 113 paying 
customers.   As current contracts with suppliers ended this figure was set to 
rise.

54. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

A Member referenced the recommendation made by the Committee at its 
December meeting to extend the current Ground Maintenance contract for a 12 
month period with a review of the contract to take place in six months.   He felt 
that there was an opportunity to take account of a wide range of issues such as 
biodiversity as part of the review process. 

Ground maintenance was scheduled to be considered by the Committee at the 
next meeting.
 

55. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME

A copy of the work programme had been appended to the agenda. It showed 
items that the Committee had discussed during the year and possible future 
items for discussion including food inspection, CCTV and ground maintenance.

Notice of items for inclusion in the plan should give enough time to enable the 



necessary resources to be allocated.  Ad hoc items may need to be added to 
the programme if necessary; for example consultation documents.

It was suggested that biodiversity be added as a future work plan item together 
with pedestrian cycleways.  It was noted that pedestrian cycleways was a cross 
portfolio issue with Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. 

The Parliamentary report on the Effectiveness of Local Authority Overview and 
Scrutiny Committees was suggested for review by a joint Committee of all the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees with the Chief Executive to be invited to 
give his views.

The Cabinet Member for Environment felt that the Committee had grown over 
the year into a strong and powerful role and he hoped that going forward more 
policies would be developed.

56. CLOSE OF MEETING

Meeting closed at 12:24pm.


